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Mint of the United States at Philadelphia, Pa., 
Superintendent’s Office, 
July 29, 1885 


Hon. Danl. M. Fox 
Superintendent 


Sir: 


In compliance with your request to reduce to writing certain suggestions touching the 
constitution of the Sunday Watch, I respectfully submit — 


That it is nearly impossible to secure volunteer watchmen for duty on Sundays. The men 
become quite exhausted by the daily labor during the excessive heats, and moreover, very 
reluctantly consent to perform Sunday duty in addition to week day work. 


It does not seem desirable to compel working men to go on duty every Sunday, as it gives 
them no time with families, or for attendance at Church. Were you to raise the whole Sunday 
force to twelve, and allow them to go on every other Sunday, there would never be fewer than 
six watchmen on duty, or the number you have designated. 


As men cannot be procured from the present force, I beg leave to suggest that the force of 
laborers be increased, with particular reference to the selection of a number from that force to 
reinforce the Sunday Watch. This could be done by giving the appointees to understand that they 
would be on duty every alternate Sunday, at a regular per diem, which notice would constitute a 
part of their contract. 


Very Respectfully, 
M.H. Cobb 
Cash. 


